A study of the literature of the past four decades reveals a wide divergence of views on the significance and management of bleeding from the nipple. At one extreme we find the opinion of Bloodgood (1922) (Fig. 3) . Less (Fig. 2) .
In more perilous fashion, the process of epithelial hyperplasia may proceed until the ducts are filled and distended with solid masses of cells which cytologically show all the characters of malignancy and can only be distinguished from invasive carcinoma by the absence of penetration of these cells into the surrounding tissues. This is the condition described by Muir as intraduct carcinoma (Fig. 4) . Those (Table i) . Bloodgood, 1922) , and the danger to the patient of a few weeks of observation is negligible. 
